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Discussion on mechanism of reinforcing high
and steep slope with prestressed anchor cable

LI Jian, CHEN Shan-xiong, YU Fei, JIANG Ling-fa, DAI Zhang-jun

(State Key Laboratory of Geomechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Institute of Rock and Soil Mechanics,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Wuhan, Hubei 430071, China)

Abstract: Prestressed anchor cable reinforcement is an important way to improve slope stability. Understanding the mechanism of
reinforcement of slope by prestressed anchor cables is of great theoretical significance for guiding the design of slope reinforcement.
Based on the calculation model of the high and steep slope, through continuously improving the strength reduction coefficient of rock
and soil mass, we obtained the variation law of the displacement of slope foot and internal force of prestressed anchor cables.
According to the stress distribution law of rock mass reinforced by prestressed anchor cables, some useful conclusions are drawn.
When the strength reduction coefficient of rock and soil mass exceeds the safety factor of the slope, the internal force of prestressed
anchor cables increases rapidly. The internal force is obvious when it is close to the foot of the slope. The change of internal force of
anchor cables at the foot of slope can be monitored for evaluating the stability. For high and steep slopes, most of the prestressed
anchor cables can not improve the compressive stress on the potential sliding surface and the shear strength of the sliding surface. The
primary mechanism of the prestressed anchor cables to reinforce high and steep slopes is to control the displacement of the potential

sliding body of the slope.
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Fig.1 Schematic of a rock slope
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Fig.2 Numerical model of a rock slope
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Table 1 Parameters for numerical modelling
/ GPa / kPa 1(=) / (kN - m) / (kN - m) I m? / kN /m
25 0.23 1000 40 —
0 40 2.0x10° 2.0x10°
200 0.20 — 0.001 885 1000
100 30 2.0x10° 0.408 4
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Fig.4 Relationship between the displacement of slope foot
strengthened by prestressed anchor cable and the strength

1.0 reduction factor (obtained by the inflected point method)
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Fig.3 Relationship between the displacement of slope foot
without prestressed anchor cable and Fig.5 Relationship between the displacement of slope foot

the strength reduction factor strengthened by prestressed anchor cable and the strength
reduction factor (obtained by the convergence method)
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Fig.6 Variation of different cable inner forces under
different strength reduction factors
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Fig.8 Schematic of the reinforcement function of

the prestressed anchor cable to the slope stability
considered by the traditional method
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Fig.9 Calculation model of the prestressed anchor cables
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